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HE following Sermon was jb 

preached at S. Nicolas's Church i 
in the City of Briſtol, being oc- 5 
aſioned by the Acting of Comedies and 
ragedies in St. James s Pariſh during the 
time of the Fair in the Year 1704. the 
actual building of a iq - bouſe in the City 
of Bath, and the great Apprehenſions 
that ſuch a Deſign was carried on in this 
City. Accordingly I thought it my Duty 
to prevent ( as far as lay in me) the lad 
Effects thereof,” rodillwade ſuch as then 
heard me, from the frequenting the 
Wia A A 2 ſame 


The Preface 

fame; with the moſt proper Arguments. 
could think of, and alſo to awaken their 
Conſciences (if poſſibly I could) with the 
ſenſe of God's Judgments inflicted on us 
for our Sing, and (28 ſear) tof this Parti, 
cular; But the Milrepreſentations of 
this Sermon (by ſome who heard it, and 
others who heard of it) have obliged me 
to publiſh the fame, that ſuch as have 
| conceived a Piejudice againſt it, may 
upon a ſerious Peruſal be better Judges 
ot thoſe particular Expreſſions which 
have fallen under the Cenſuré of ſome 
Men, whether they de ſerve that heavy 
Load which hath been caſt upon them. 
However, as have reaſon to hope that 
the Preaching thereof had its deſired 
Effect in ſome meaſure at that Time; ſo, 
if the Printing may farther contribute to 


the ſame End, I ſhall be chankful to an 


God for thoſe Scandals and Aſperſions 
which made it ſo neceſſary. Indeed as i 
was compoſed in che time of the Hoh). 
days, when there were more than uſual 

Avocations 


to the Reader. 
ocations from Study, and Diſtraction 
Thoughts; and as it was calculated 


the Capacity of the Meaneſt, ſo the . | 


ader” muſt not expect a polire and 
ell ram d Diſcoùrſe, eſpecially fince 
think that the making any Amends 
ents in ſuch Expreſſions which were 
poſed ro Cenſure, or the leaving out 
any Particular, would be an Impoſi- 
dn upon him. For my own Part, I 
ve ſmcerely aimed only at the Glory of 
od and the Publick Good of the City 
hetein I live, and am therefore the 
ter ſatisfied in undergoing evil, as 
ell as good Report, eſpecially when I 
aſider that ſuch who were much better 
an my ſelf (even the Apoſtles of Chriſt) 
d rejcce when they were accounted worthy 
ſuffer Shame for bis ſake. There is no 
lan who deſires to be leſs concerned in 
pular- Quarrels than my ſelf; and 
erefore I ſhould have been glad could 
be free from chem upon any Terms 
fepr the Neglect of my Duty in for- 
VA 


bearing 


.T be "Preface. 
5 „bearing to teprove the Vic 
| . 1 re Age. yu Real 
I ſhall take no Notice of any Perſo 
Cenſures or Reflections, but only . 
deavout to wipe off ſuch which reli 
to the Subject of the following DI 
e een 
Sa y and s. Firſt, Some have been ff. 
— ended becauſe I was too ju 
ticular in deſcribing the Judgments of 6 
which bave lately befallen this Nation, a 
ühuted the ſame to the Abominations of 1 
ay-bouſe. I think the Reaſons: whi 
I oftered were ſufficient for ſuch a Coil. 
jecture; and therefore if People will ui 
take Warning by ſuch Alarms, they 25 
guilty of the greater Provocation; au 
indeed, if ſuch Judgments will not M th 
claim us, God may juſtly ſuffer us tog el 
on without Correction for the ſutuieig 
and hil up the Number ot our: Iniquſſha 
ties until Vengeance come upon us H 
the uttetmoſt. When our Gracious Cult. 
was pleaſed to iſue out her N Tel 


mati 


to the Reader 
tion for a General Faſt, occaſroned by 
e late Storm and Tempeſt, it is very te- 
arkable that moſt of our Right Reves 
{Biſhops and the Clergy in the City of 
don did on that day declaim againſt 
- Corruptions of the Stage, and look'd 
the Jame as the juſt Cauſe of that 
adſul Judgment: and therefore when 
eaned this Diſcourſe I was the better 
C sfed to find ſo many of the moſt emi- 
"Wat Men in the Nation concurring in 
ame Opinion. Neither hath this 
n publiſhed from the Pulpit only, 
tallo from the Preſs, as appears in a 
ok intituled, 4 Diſſ vaſive from the 
y-bouſe, in 4 Letter occuſioned by the 
amity of the Tempeſt ; and the Words 
de lame Author. Ve bave n | 
ch felt « ſad Inſtance of God's © 8 
gments in the terrible Tempeſt: Terrible 
und any thing of that Kind in Memory 
W Record, -- For nt te enlarge on the la- 
table Wrecks and Ruins, were we not 
jet into! 4 Chaos? Did na Na- 


ture 


* 


'T he Preface 
ture ſeem to be in her laft Agony and 
World ready 10 expire? And if We £0 
Fill in ſuch Sins of Defiance , may 


not be afraid of the Puniſhment of Sodo 
and that God ſhould —_ us with | 
* Byimſton? 

- What Impreſſion this late (alamity le 
rid upon the Play-houſe we may gueſs | 
their Acting Mackbeth with all its Thy 

deer and "Tempeſt the ſame (| 
Met where at the mention of the Ck 
neys being blown down, the Ai 
tors were pleaſed to clap at an unu ual Len 
of Pleaſure and Approbation'? And is 
the Meming F this too. intelligible > I 
it not look as) if they had a mind to u 
brave the Judgment &c.* And thereto 
they who are of a different Opini 
ſhould firſt anſwer that Author in Pri 
that the World may ſee the Force 
their Arguments; otherwiſe they 
be aſhamed to lurk like Snakes in 
Graſs, and carp at that in 3 wy 
Wy cannot confute in Publick. 


| to the Reader 
i 1 did not indeed imagine that the 
Stage, after ſuch ſignal Warning both 
from God and Man, would ever have 
preſumed to have acted for Comedy that 
which was thus turned into Tragedy by 
Divine juſtice; and I was the more con- 
cerned to find it obſerved in 4 Repre- 
W ſentation of the Impiety and Immorality of the 
MEnglith Stage, (Page 5.) that the 
layers did within a few days after we 
felt the late dreadtul Storm entertain 
heir Auditors with another ridiculous 
Repreſentation of what had filled us 
With ſo great Horrour , in their Plays 
alled Mackbeth, and the Tempeſt, as if 
ey defigned in the midſt of Judgments 
o perſevere in Mocking the Almighty 
Power of God, who alone commands the 
Winds and the Seas, and they obey him: 
and therefore I thought that the leaſt 
vhich/I could do upon that Occaſion, 
vas to make ſome Reflections on ſuch 
u audacious Praftice. ee. 
B 
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The Preface... 
I cannot but confeſs that I little expe- I ſ 
Qed' ſuch Reflections on this Subject, Wir 
when I made no other obſervations than No 

what the very Heathens made by the 
Light of Nature on ſuch Occaſions. We Nu 
make our ſelves familiar wich Thunder, II. 
Lightning and Tempeſt, ſb, 
1 rr and yet (4) ( alignla the WS: 
ligula, Sect. 51. Roman Eraperor , Who 
was addicted to many Wm; 
Enormities did hide his Head at the Ap. 
prehenſion hereof, We think we may 
f imitate ſuch Things and 
| 1 in 0 unpuniſhed, while 
Virgil; or ſee any the very Heathens tell u 
| — 2 Dicio- of (5) Salmoneus ; that 
when he made a Bridge 
of Braſs, rode thereon in a Chariot, and 
threw from thence lighted Torches, in 
Imitation of Thunder and Lightning; 
then Jupiter for his Inſolence truck him 
with a. Thunderbolt and ſent him to 
Hell. And if we retain different Ap- 


prehenſions hereof , it is a Sign thaFi 
ſome 


to the Reader. 
ſome profeſſing Chriſtianity are ſunk ' 
into a more degenerate Eſtate, than that 
Pot Paganiſm, 
MK But the Argument which ſome Men 
urge to make themſelves ſtupid under 
Judgments is very inſignificant, becauſe 
there were ſeveral Seamen drown'd in the 
Storm Who never were Within the Walls of 
« Play-houſe. But what then? The Sea- 
men are the Bulwarks of the Nation, 
and let them be ever fo innocent, I think 


4 re may look upon their Deaths as a Na- 
nd{Wional Judgment. They allo lay that the 


l venty two Men who were drown'd in the 
Boat did no way contribute to the Play-houſe. 
t was far from my Thoughts to accuſe 
hem as guilty : Bur I think their Deaths 
ay make us take Warning. (25m. 
) When the Angel of God 16, 27. 
etched forth his Hand upon Jeruſ alem, 
o deſtroy it, it was David's Plea to God, 
beſe Sheep what have they done? and yet 
look d upon it as a Judgment for a 
in which they were not guilty ef, But 
2 it 


T be Preface 
it may be ſaid, that David had 
x (a) Warning by God. And we 
G) 1 Coro, allo have Warning by S. Paul, 
* ( that ſuch things are Exam. 
(ez. ples, and written for our Adm 
7 — 3 5 nition. (c) The Galileans 
whoſe Blood Piate mingled wich cheir 
Sacrifices, and the Eighteen upon whom 
the Tower in Siloam fell, and flew them, 
were not greater Sinners than other Per-. n 
ſons ; but their Deaths were a Warniag 
to the Jews, that except they did repent 
they ſhould all likewiſe periſh. 

But ſome Who were contented that I fhouli 
mention ſuch things as Judzments for Su 
in general, are angry with me becauſe i 
was too particular. The Reaſon is bene 
cauſe I ſpoke againſt their beloved an&Þri 
theit darling Sin, which they are reſolves 0 
not to part with. And as this is 0/y/e 

Reaſon, I think they ſhew bur lirtieed 
Sign of Repentance, and Herod's Cilere 
is the ſame with theirs, who would aqFoug 
part with his Herodias though he wap Cl: 
. plain 


(4) 28am. 24. 
11. 


* The Preface. 


id Bainly reproved for it. If ſuch Men 
e Noſit not by ſuch particular Diſcourles, 
i, Fannot expect much good from the 
n- Fneral Notions of Repentance. Theſe 
10- De che Perſons whom tie Is | 
ns ophet (4) 7/aiah deſcribes, 2 * 0 
eit Nich /ay to the Seers, ſee not, 
mo the Prophets, propheſie not unto us; 
mm, Wk unto us ſmooth things, propheſie De- 
et · i. However, as I find by their Un- 
agWlinels that this Sermon hath wrought 
en eit Conviction, I cannot but hope that 
will prove in the End to be the Means 
their Converſion. = | 
Secondly , Some have been offended 
cauſe 1 did accidentally reflect upon the 
mech called The Spaniſh Fryar, 84. 8 
titten by Mr, Dryden) which ß 
4 only innocently (as they ſay ) deſigned to 
poſe the Errours of the Romiſh Prieſts. In- 
ed | grantthat the Corruptions of that 
lergy cannot be too much expoled, 
ough I chink the Methods uſed up- 
the Stage not ſo proper, ſince = 
| ICs 


to the Reader. 


frequently uſe ſuch Expreſſions and 
Rions, (and even in this (a) Play) as v 
le equally reflect upon 


for the very Purpoſe. When we co 
fute the Romiſh Religion we ſhould do 
ſo as not to encourage Profanenels { 
Immorality in our on; ſince this 
rather betraying our Cauſe, and gi 
them a greater Adyantage wheney 
they are pleaſed to make- their | 


fle&ions. Can we think Proteſt 


oblig'd to vindicate all the Expreſſiom 


that Comedy, when one ot t 
G) bag. 1. (b) Actors begins with 
(0 Fae. >2 Curſe, and another ſwe 
8 bab. 0 in the fourth Page? Can a 
J 2? modeſt Perſon be pleaſed wi 
his (c) Deſcription of Adultery ? 
one who bath any Senſe of Religion 1c 
without Bluſhing the (4) Account of 
Woman's Creation, or (e) the Cha! 
Qer of Lucifer? The Story which 
| Prince 


Perſwaſions; and the 
pilogue ſeems worded in general Ten 


to tbe Reader. 


Minceſs Leonora (,) gives of 4 
being in love, is both te- 
Sus and fulſom; and no way becoming 
SW Gravity of ſuch a Perſon. And 
Wrctore we who are Proteſtants have 
Reaſon to vindicate ſuch a Play as 
og, though written againſt the Papiſts. 
ut in this Caſe there is another De- 
at Bottom, namely to deſtroy all Re- 
on while they only ſeem to level at 
And accordingly (as this Author, 
his Don Sebaſſ ian, ſinkes at the Biſhops 
the Sides of the Mufti, and ex- 
ech che Chriſtian whilſt he ſpeaks of 
tk; ſo inthe Spaniſh Fryar) he on- 
th Wborrows the name of the Papiſt to 
weiße the Pyoteſtant appear ridiculous. 
n leſt we ſhould not rightly appre- 
ai his Deſign, he bath in his Poem, 
Pied Abſalom and Achitephel, obliged 
n1Wvith a Key to unfold the Meaning of 


3 Expteſſions. 
hat 


h Prieſts of all Religians are the ſame. 
N be 


7 P. 49, 
nd 50. 
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The Preface 
The Poets know too well that t 
Tranſition from one Religion to anoth 
is natural, the Application eaſy, andi 
Auditors very apt to make an ill U': 
general Expreſſions; and therefore y 
have too much Reaſon to ſuppole th 
the Reflections which they caſt up 
others are chiefly intended againſt « 
ſelyes. 

- Thirdly, Some are offended bec: 
| T ſeemed to reflect in my Ser 
“ upon the (uy & BATH 
I have made no Alteration from wh: 
then preach'd, ſo the Reader may 9 
whether the Reflections are juſt orn 
I think it not fair to ſtrain the Wo 
beyond the Sence which they will n 
rally bear, and was ſurprized co | 
that any one ſhould ſay I did then 
firm chat the Bath Waters had loſt! 
Virtue; when I only ſaid that Hg, 
given great Succeſſes to other Wells Wis 
Waters, and alſo to cold Baths, to ei. t| 
parent Prejudice: and we of Dy, 2 


{ 


to the Reader. 
ould be ingrateful to his Providence 
we did not own it to be true. Ho- 
er (I think) we have Cauſe to re- 
et on the Inhabitants of Bath, ſince 
ey were the firſt” Promoters of theſe 
ays in the Weſt ot England ; and had 
not been for them we might never 
ve been uneaſy at the Apprehenſions 
ercof. Bur ſince ſuch falle Accounts 
re been raiſed, and induſtriouſſy ſpread 
road, I can only obſerve that the Fa- 
r of Lies ſeems to ſupport the Inte- 


of the Playhouſcs, and is the Cauſe 
gaht ſuch Methods are uſed in their 
r odication. "_ 
WoWWrourchly, Others are offended that 1 


ud mention ſeveral Vices, as Sd. 12.13, 
uring,” (ur ſing, Blaſpbemy, 14 5,16. 


hene ders, Adulteries, Idlenrſs, and Contempt 
ti Negim, to be the Effecls of the Stage. 
GolWave alſo the Reaſons tor ſuch Aſſet- 
elle es at the ſame time. But they ſay 
te things were in thoſe Places where neither 
1s Wedies nor Tragedlies are acted. I never 
ſh YQ affirmed 


9 The Preface 
affirmed that this was the ſole Cauſe 5 
theſe Vices, but only one of the Cauſe 
and occaſioned the Increaſe of them 
and I ſhould be very glad if we did nd 
find the Truth of what I then ſaid fron 
woful Experience. However they wht 
urge this to vindicate the Play-houſe, my 
conſider, that tho' the Children 
Iſrael had formerly committed Idolaty 
yet it was no. Excuſe for the Gali 
Calves which were afterward ' erected 
the one in Bethel, and the other in Dan, 
Laſtly, Others have been offended be 
OR cauſe 1 ſpoke againſt Mui 
and affirmed that it will af 

the Paſſions. They who deny that Muſic 
will affect what Paſſion the Compol: 
pleaſeth, muſt be great Strangers 
that Science, and ſuch who ( as | luj 
poſe ) never heard a Sonata perform 
in their Lives. But they who appt 
tended I ſpoke againſt Muſick in gen 
ral, were under a great Milapprete 


| ſion. I only {poke againſt the Cotruf 
£10 


to the Reader 


ons thereof in the Play-honſe,. and not 
«Wainſt the Science it (elf. The beſt 
ugs corrupted are nſually the Worft. I 
en Divine Muſick to be a Noble Exer- 
„ which will ſtrangely raiſe the Af+ 
ions, and fix the Mind upon Hea- 
Wnly things, and am well ſatisfied that 


Nl 


ws with a full Conſort of Voices is 
of the beſt and moſt ſolid Pleaſures 
hich this World affords. But though 
Wulick is a noble Science, and (in it 
) an harmleſs Recreation, yet it 
Wy be abuled : Nay as its Deſign is to 
ea the Paſſions, which may by ſuch 
lurements be drawn cither to Good 
Evil; fo it is very liable to be cor- 
pred, And as he is juſtly reckoned 
2 beſt Compoſer who can moſt aptly 


omodate his Notes to the Humour of 


pp Words; ſo when the Words are ob- 
gende, or immodeſt, the Mufick raifcth 
ehenM Paſſion and makes them leave the 


truffheater Impreffion: This is the Manner 
tio C 2 how 


e Singing of Pſalms, Hymns, and An- 
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The Preface. 
how Muſick is corrupted in the PM 
houſe , and this is the Corruption WiN 


I chen did ſpeak againſt. I faid,nothiag 
on this Subject but what I can pro 
from ſeveral Inſtances too foul to be tra 
ſcribed, and perkaps too ſcandalous 1k 
be concealed, and as I have been alma 
ſurfeited in Viewing their Score, lo 
think) no one thould be fond of hea 
Ing their Pertormance. 
Some were offended becauſe I ul 
the Word Chromatick in my Sermon. 
thought none but Fools would have rf c 
diculed what they did not underſtand 
and I did not expect to find ſuch amon 
thoſe who pretend to ſo much Wit 
did not ſay this was the only W. 
whereby ſuch a Paſſion was moved, ( 
wiſh it was) but only mentioned luc 
a Method, as molt obvious to the Eft 
as well as to the Ear of an Artiſt , bei 
fully explained by Mr. Simpſon in 
(Compendium of Muſick, pag. 77, and mei 
tioned by him as proper for web 


la 
Tai 
190 


1o-the:Meadeh; 


I (6 „ "page 114. And, as for Proof 


what I then affirmed, I ſhall only 
ok back into the Monthly Colle- 


on of Muſick in October laſt: (they 


ho think it worth their while may 
arch farther ) where there is a Song 
id to be Sung at the Theatre, begin- 
ing with theſe, Words, Phillis: who 
nows,, c. the laſt Strain whereof is 
xactly according to my Deſcription, 
nd the four latt Verſes encourages 
/horedom,, by deſcribing 'a Miſtreſs, 
one who is Contented, Pleaſant, and 
eloved. I would tranſcribe the Words, 
ly | am aſhamed to blot my Paper. 
ow if-inſtead hereof had Mr. Wilford 
e Compoler ſent back the Verſes to 
e correted by the Poet, he had not 


xpoſed himſelf and his Skill: Or had 


e Poet told us that Whoredom was the 
Wy to bring Horrour of Conſcience 


this World, and the Judgments of 


Jod in the other, he had then ſpoken 
ruth, though he might think it would 


nor 


- 
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| The Preface. 
not be accepted at the Play-houſe, and 
therefore left it out. 

Since all which I can offer muſt be 
liable to Miſconſtructions, I ſhall on 
tranſcribe a Paſſage out of Mr, Colli 
View of the Stage, not only to ſhew tha 
I am not alone in this Opinion, but ala 
n hopes that the Words of another may 
make ſome Impreſſion on thoſe whon 
I am not able to convince. 

Concluſion, 19 go 4s far in their Excu 
Page 277. as we can, it is probable their My 
fick may not be altogether ſo exceptional 
as that of the Antientt. I do not ſay thi 
Part of the Entertainment is directiy viciou 
becauſe I am not willing to cenſure at Unce 
 Fainties. Thoſe who frequent the Play-hou 
are the moſt competent Judges, But thu 
muſt ſay, the Performances of this kind « 
much too fine for the Place. It were to l 
wiſhed, that either the Plays were better « 
the Mufick worſe. I am ſorry to jee 4 
fo meanlyproſftituted. Atheiſm ought to bh 
nothing charming in its Retinue. It is 5 | 

[ 


to the Reader. 
oP ity Debexchery ſpould have the Aſaſtance 
a fine Hand to Whet the Appetite, and play 
down. xy 

Now granting the Play-bouſe Muſick not 
icious in the Compo ſition, yet the Defign of 
is to refreſh the Idea of the Aion, 
keep Time with the Poem, and be True 
the Subjeft. For this Reaſon, among 
bers, the Tunes are generally Airy and 
alliardizing. They are contrived on 
e to excite a ſportive Humour, and ſpread 
Gayety upon the Spirits; to baniſh all 
ich and Scruple, and lay Thinking and 
ou efleftion aſleep. This Sort of Fuſich 
buen the Paſſion, and unlocks the Fancy, 
d makes it open to Pleaſure, like 4 Flower 
the Sun. It helps à luſcious Sentence to 
de, drowns the Diſcards of Atheiſm, and 
þs off the Averſions of Conſcience. It 
Ws 4 Man off bis Guard, makes way for 
il Impreſſion, and is moſt commodiouſly 
ted to de Miſchief. A lewd Play with 
d Muſick is like a Loadſtone armed, it 
"Ws much ſtronger than before. 


There 


The Preface * 
There is one thing cannot but ob. 
ſerve, tho it is very fidiculous: Fay 
been tax d by ſome Perſons of ' great 
Sence and Ingenuity (in theit'owit Con. 
ceit) for ſpeaking Blalphemy in my Set 
mon. Tins is an' heavy Chatge, and 
juſtly deſerves an heavy Puniſhmemt. 
. „ But thus they prove it: 1 40 
„ T3 e e CY 

fitted, that Blafpbemies were of: 
ten he Exfect of the Stage. Now becaub 
I mentioned the Word Blaſphemy theie 
fore they would perſwade the World 
ſpoke Blaſpbemy. It this is the tender Re 
gard they have for my Reputation, iti 
eaſy to gueſs what I muſt expect fromfiſie 
ſuch Wits, if the Printing hereof ſhou| 
provoke their Patience, and turn thel 
Kindneſs into Cruelty. If this is a goot 
Proof for their Aſlertion , the Cleig 


who happen to read Prayers on the 10 
of May in the Afternoon, when it. is nthe 
Sunday, are liable to Athaliah's Fate Mus 


the fiyſt Leſſon, and may like her be pi 
to Death for ſpeaking Treaſon ; and 1: 
* = 


to the Reader. 

xerſwaded that no one thinks he hazards 
eſis Neck when he doth only diſcharge 
Mis Duty. But if this is no Proof, they 
ight be aſham'd (were they not Friends 


1: che Play-houſe) who take ſuch a Li- 
\rty of Speech; and as they imitate the 
evil in Lying, ſo do they allo in theſe 
al-Wcu/ations , leſt any thing ſhould be 
anting ro compleat their Character. 

am ſenſible that I have tteſpaſſed 
on the Readers Patience, by lo long a 


ve his Pardon for the ſame, andonly 
e this Opportunity to deſire ſuch as 
W loberly inclined, to pray to God, 
it the Publiſhing this Sermon may an- 
er the End which I aimed at in the 
eaching thereof; and it they find their 
titions granted, let them give God 
Glory, and own themſelves obliged 
thoſe Men whoſe Cenſures and Aſper- 
$cauled it to be Printed. 


eface, and therefore I mult, and do 
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(1 ) 
Serious Reflections 
ON T 1H . 
S T AE. 
IN. 4 


ERM ON, ae. 


Tim. Chap. II. Ver. 16. But ſhun pro- 
fane and vain bablings; for they will in- 
creaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 


| HERE are many Vices in 
 Converlation which this Text 


all ar preſent only apply the ſame, in 
erence to the publick Actings of the 
tape, in Comedies and Tragedies, and o- 
ber Diverſions of the ſame Nature, 
ad endeayour to ſhew, that we ought 
: D 2 d 


. adviſeth us to avoid, but I 


- 

T 
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2 Serious Reflections 


to ſhun theſe profane and vain Bablings, 
ſince, if we frequent Perb they "Will m 

creaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 

2. In order to this it may be though 
requiſite that I ſhould prove thele thing 


ro be profane amd yain Bablings. Bu 
ſince this is as evident as that the Sun 
ſhines at Noon day, ſinge no one in thi 
Age, except Pele of lewd Moral, 
and 2 reprobate $eple, denies it; Iehink 
the Matter too notorious to be at thi 
time inſiſted on, and only deſire fuch who 
doubt the Truth hereof, that they would 
ſeriouſly peruſe The View of the Immuralij 
and Profaneneſt ofothe Engliſh Stage, t 
gether with the Senſe of Antiquity upon thi 
Argument, by Me Jeremiah Collier; and 
alſo a ſmaller Treatiſe, intituled, 4 Fe 
preſentation of the Impiety and"Immmoralit 
of the Engliſh Stipe, with Reaſons for pu- 
ting a Stop thereto, and ſome Queſtions at 


dreſt to thoſe who frequent the Play-houſes, 


in both which Books, and eſpecially in 
the former, it is fully proved, That 1 ke 
_ Iſs Mil 


iHehzviqur of the Stage, in reſpec 
> Morality and Religion, is Intalerable, 
4 doth far exceed the Examples of the 
mer; and even of the Heathen Ages 
d Poets; and the Liberties which they 
ke are even offenſive to the Profeſſion 
Chriſtianity : which plainly appears 
m- their lewd and filthy Communication ; 


nene ſs, and lewd Application of Scripture , 
ir Abuſe of the Clergy, in order to make 
Religion (wh ich they profeſs) be- 
me vile and contemptible; and alſo 
ir giving great Characters to Libertines, 
Perſons who ſcruple no Vice or Im- 
rality', and bringing them off with 
our and Succeſs. Theſe things are 
WW giols to be named in a Pulpit, and 
ſ(candalous to be concealed from the 
id. Theſe things are not only pro- 


ald 


from what they have acted on the 
iſ We, where they may be ſuppoſed to 
y u che greater Freedom, (becauſe Words 

cheWien may not always be remembred f 


Mil - 


_ 108 the Stage 2 


: NE 


eit Swearing, Curſing, Blaſpbemy, Pro- 


: 

' 
| 
v1 
9 
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4 Serious RefleftHtons 
and cannot ſo well be prow d); but eſpe N reg 
cially from the Plays which they haue the 
the Impudence to print, where the Sen, w | | 
tences ſtand upon Record, to their per... 
petual Shame , and where, in commoiſ me 
Prudence, it might be thought thee, 
would be more cautious. In ſhor, 
Their Actings are chiefly deſigned u 
gratify ſuch Perſons as are of vicious and 
debauched Principles, who, fear not Gu 
and regard not Man, fince from ſuch 
is that they have their Wealth. Heng 
it is that their Poets ſeldom ſcruple i 
ſpeak Blaſpbemy, rather than loſe a Fang 
and to affront their God, whilſt they! 
dore- their Miſtreſ:: And hence it! 
that they look upon the Regulacing 
che Play-houſes, in order to keep thc 
within the Bounds of Modeſty, and Rt 
ligion to be the greateſt Proſecutio 
and which may in the end prove 6 
Suppreſſing of them. For as they bai 
given a juſt Scandal to all good Me 
lo, if they had not ſuch Acts and E 
. preſſo 


ew 
luce 
bat 
Decal 
ncrea/ 


F< 
20 
has 


he Gy 
ty 2 
beace, 
Mayor 
Decent 
dreſs tl 
ad of 
n a 
il perr 
Wicty 


on the Stage. 5 
preſſions which will pleaſe the bad, 
hey muſt fall at once, and Neceſlity 
vill compel them to take other Employ- 
zents. I ſhall not therefore ſpend any 
ime in proving theſe things to be pro- 
ane and vain Bablings, but endeavour to 
ew you the Reaibor which ſhould in- 
luce us to avoid them, and eſpecially 
hat which is mentioned in the Text; 
decauſe if they are encouraged they will 
nereaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 


it eſpe. 
y have 
he Sen, 
eir pet. 
OMmMmon 
ht they 
2 {hor, 
gned t0 
OUS and 
not Gu 
a {uch 


Heng 3. And here I cannot but own that it 
ruple , 2 great Satisfaction for me to obſerve, 
> 2 Fal9That this hath been alſo the Opinion of 
they he Grand. Jury, the Repreſentatives of our 
ace * iy at the General Quarter-Seſſions of the 
lating Weace, who in their Preſentment to the 
8 43 Mayor and Aldermen , the ſixth Day of 

and N 


December laſt, did very pathetically ex- 
reſs the great Apprehenſions which they 
ad of theſe Evils breaking in upon us 
Melt”? worſe Manner than formerly, which 
0d * if permitted) would occaſion an imcreaſe of 
> (A "Wpiety., exceedingly eclipſe the good Order 

preſi [0 | and 


oſecutio 
prove d 
hey bal 


6 Serious Reflettons | 
and Government of this Cir, corrupt and M 
hanch our Towth, and utterly ruin Many 1 
prentives and Servants, already ſo unruh an 
licentions, that they" ure with gent Diff 
kept under auy reaſonable Order ani Gove 
ment by their Maſters. And: as they hai 
expreſſed their Deſite, that an effectut 
Care {ould be'takth to rethedy the 
Evils, fo they Have likewiſe freed then 
ſel ves from the — Guilt, which | 
their Silence of Negligence would hay 
lain upon them. They have Kepr the 
ſelves pure, ſo as not to be Partakers ri 
other Nen, Sins, and done their En 
deayour to divert the Judements of C 
which he tight otherwiſe have iaffice 
on a City or a Kingdom, for the M 
kedneſs of thoſe who dwell rhercin 
And as they have diſcharged their Du 
in this Matter, ſo I cannot but boy... 
that the Inhabitants of this City will hat 
fome Regard to this Preſentment, 10 
practiſe alſo the Advice of the A poſſi 
which is to hun theſe profane aud vi 
| 8 Bablingt 


on oi abe Stg. | 7 
Bablingt ; fer they wk wereee unto more 
21 0 End, l 
o this End, let us „ 

t conſider the Precepts * N 
nd Examples of the Primi- g. 50. fo 27s. 
ve ( Priſtians. It is very remarkable that 
ll the Antient Fathers liaye ſpoken very 
uch againſt the Plays, which were 


e did quote all which hath been ſaid by 
em upon this Subject, we muſt tran- 
tibe a great part of their Works, ſince 
ey have written ſome particular Books, 
well as Homilies or Sermons upon chis 
ccaſion. (a) Ladiau- 

wondered at the Pra- B 5* — 
ce of the Heathen Phi- 

bers who were preſent at the Adtings 
ſuch Publick Interludes, and ſaith that 
rauſe they are the publick Allurements of 
cs, and do ſo effeually_prevail to the 
wrupting. of lens Minds, they ought to 
ſappreſt: eſpecially becauſe e they.” are 
only anprofitable in bringing us to Hea- 


* yen, 
Oo 


ſed both in Rome and in Greece, and if 


S 


8 Serious Reflections 
yen, but alſo very pernicions in | ſending u 
| (b) Latiantis, to Hell. And (b)'in ano 
Book 6. chap.21. ther Place he asks thi p 
Queſtion, Who would not look upon tba 
Man co be very wanton and wicked who ſhoull 
ſuffer ſuch Acts in his own Houſe? And ther 
he adds, that there i no Difference whet 
we are guilty of Laſciviouſneſs alone at Hom 
or encourage it by frequenting the ſame pub 
| lightly in the Theatre. S. 
Br Nee ' prian faith, that Adulin 
* is learnt While theſe thin 
are ſeen, and a Matron ho goes chaſt 
behold ſuch Sights, returns Home with 
cort upt and debauched Mind. Here (ai 
he) Wickedueſs is beheld, and that willy 
with Delight» What then cannot || 
Attions perſwade others to do? And the 
fore he adviſeth us to confider Whether 
Perſon can be either Innocent or Moi 
Þho is preſent at ſuch things. 
(d) Dr.Cave's Pri- ; rf And 3 the (4) 4 
mitive Chriftianity, mitive Chriſtians did col 
Book 2.c1u2-0-32- ſtantly urge the Neel 


* 


ff abſtaining from. theſe Places, ſo ſuch 


2s conſcientiouſly follow their Advice. 
They went not to the Publick Feaſts, nor 
requented the Shews. which were made 
or the Diverſion and Entertainment of 
he People; and this. was ſo publickly 
known, that the Heathen charged it up- 
on them as Part of their Crime, The 
eathen (e) in the ge. 
9 inning of Minutius Felix OPS bie. 
omplains of this, That | 

the Romans governed and enjoyed the World, 
Þbile the - Chriſtians in the mean time were 
careful and mopiſh , - abſtaining from ſuch 
Pleaſures. they viſited not the Shews, nor 


6 prefent at the Pomps, they frequented not 
eng the publick; Feaſts ,, but abhorred all ſuch 
f kinds of Diverſions ; which Octavius the 

Ml Chriſtian grants to be true, when he 


pleaded their Defence, and ſaith, in An- 
ſwer to this Charge, (/) that 
ſmce they were indued with Mo- A 4Hh 


E 2 ſtain 


owned themſelves to be Chriſtians did 


4% and Sobriety, they'had juſt Cauſe to ab- 


, . WARE PTS IA 42S S. -*- outs 


10 8 eridis Rſittions 
ſtain from thoſe evil®Plekſures, their Pomps 
and Shiws, and to- chndenm them as hurtfu 
Allurements. And he gives this Rea ſon, 
chat in thoſe Ait and Scenital Repr efentation ; 
their filthy (communication i is us e their Wis 
Mains, while the Actors 4 'ſþea of Vic 
| Adultebits incite them, and rhe Stag ons} ayers 
15 deſcribin g Luſt, ab inflame Ki. Hearers, 
In ſhort, they thought they could not be he 
preſent at theſe Plays without great Sin 
and Shame, without affronting their Mo- 
deſty, and offering a Diſtaſte and Hor. 
bt Dr. Cave's Primi-. rour to theit Minds. They 
| * Chriſtiei'y- ** look id upon the publick 
Sports and Paſtimes of thoſe Days, as 
the Scenes not only of Folly and Lewd- 
neſs, but of great Impiety and {dolarry, 
as Places where the De vil eminently ru · if 
led, anid- reckoned all his . who * 
came tllitber. es 
6. And as they thought it * oreat | 
Crime co be preſent at ſuch Sports, 10 WC 
they look'd upon it as contraxy to their Wit 


e Vow. Ar * time that Per- 
| =: ſons 


11 


bn be Sage. 
werte baptized,” they were ano 
ders asked. thele WW 

) Queſtions: 2 Dot ee. 
fenbunct the Devil, and Fock 7. ce 
"Works, Powers, and | 1 e 
Nie?! And DyſF thou renounce the World, 
il ie Pump andÞleaſures ?" And to 
of theſe Queſtions the Party ans 
ted, ſaying, Ido renounce. them. And 
el theſe Queſtions they ſuppoſed 
2 25 levelled againſ the Thea- 
St. Crit, (B) E | 


| 
, 


4 


1 
j. 


Nin esd po s, (BY Sc 1. 
ck Welbly | tells 2 — 5 tb 


g. 510. 
bis "meant , ite © De. Bray upon 


und 5 rts P. the he Church Cate- 
| bees 58 (ij Thoſe NE, TRAN ; 
. Heckel „ Plays, and. Scenical 
entations Exhibited in the Roman 
s, which becauſe they were ſo 
eat | Cruel, and Impious, it was an 
ſo Cuſtom for the Primitive -Biſhops, 
heir Withers of the Church, in their Dis- 
$ to the Baptized P erſon ons, h 


[Us 


ho 
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12 Serious Refiettions 
to enjoyn them, not to frequent, of 
much as to be once preſent, or ft 

e ſuch Places. I. 
K from SLy- reckoned (&) all. th 
rl, that the Word Pemps.. as Allurenzents 


P is uſed to 
15 the Adt of 4 ice, and thoſe Houk 


the Stage; though» ſo many Synagogues of i 


at is not its on- | 
ly: Maging.| Jt (4, and conſe quent 
Cs” cher de Lenbuncing the World a 


od. was uſed, Devil, they _ alſo ren 
and by Chriſtians, ced the ſame, . Ac 
The Heathen, in in ] | | 1 
Minutius Felis, gly (1) A erewlias 
charged th 8 us of a Chriſtian 
tans Wich this 
pretended Crime Who Song to the Thea! 
_ Nan N 1.85 there poſſeſſed by th 
; and the Chri- +; 14 
2 confeſſed, vil aud When the evi 
the Charge, ſay- at bis caſting out, vu 
| Ing, Merito malis 1 
oluptatibus* et Wy ©, | 
Fenn is veſtris, et 1 . 
Spectaculis abjtinemus, And therefore as 
Pomps is expreſsly uſed in our Renunciation 
and in our Church-Catechifm ; as we ratily : 
the fame in our own Perſons at Confirmatidt 
=. a8 the Word is, of a Greck Original, fo I think 
1 reaſon to take it according to the Interpre 
| a Greek Father, and not confine it only to! 
in which the Latint often uſe it, 


/ 


i 


| 


y 
0 
/ 
1 

1 
6 

at, 
/ 


onthe Stage 15 
le ant fr pon a Chriſtian? he pre- 
th anſwered, 1 did but vhat Das fit and 
fer I found her upon my own Ground. 
cher is this the only Inſtance which 
there mentions , but he ſaith, that 
axe other Examples 
 beld Communion with the Devil, by fre. 
wing theſe Shews, did at the Jame time 
bay from the Faith. And then he 
Is, For no Man can ſerve two Maſters, 
Communion bath Light with Darkneſs? 
phat Fellowſhip bath Life with Death? 


Aſſemblies of the Heathen, | becauſe there 
ame of God is blaſphemed. And 
h he adds, Do you doubt in that Minute 
<h you ſhall be pre | be preſent at the Synagogne 
tan, that all the Angels do look down 
Heaven and bebold every one who 
b the Blaſphemy, and who hears it, 
nds a Tongue, and who lends an Er 
Devi to be employed _y 
erpreſ Jon not theref ore 2 that Seat of the 
5 0 Wis of Chriſt, chat 8 Chair, and 


that 
. Bak 6 


of thoſe who while 


weht (ſaith he) to hate thoſe Meetings 


14 Serjonr Reflections 
that Air "which it polluted with\ wicked 
profane Diſcourſe? And therefore {ing 
our Modern Plays, which are acted in i 
Play-houſes, ate no leſs inferiour to i 
Antient ones in Impiety and Lewdneſs char 

they are in Shew and Pomp, we may lug 7 
ſe thoſe Antient Fathers, if they g. 
ived in our Days, would have exprelk 
their Reſentments now, in the ſat 
Language which they did then. Sing 
y have ſuch a malignant Ini 
ence upon Faith and Manners (25 
owned almoſt by all Perſons, and 
generally complained that they- hand 
they may be reckoned among the Wong: 
of the Devil, as well as thoſe. of fon 
Ages, and ought not be encoutaged Mud 
ſuch as call themſelves Chriſtians. N 
ſince we alſo have been baptized, . 


{ 
: 
g 


have promiſed to renouuce the Devil Ne 
all bis Works, as well as the vain n 
and Vanities of this wicked World, aun c 
the + ſinful Luſts ef the Fleſh, ſo thatle, 
will not follow nor be led by. them: Ne G 
N. 41 | pt Ov l 


1 
® 


Mw 


Med Hage. e 15 
gbt as they to conſider the Nature of 


ire leſt welbreak that (o- . 
WW" 0 which: we” en made with 
Cod.. St] 07 1 1410 

2 Secondly, WMecbns eh that 
4 ſermis o enter into Judgment: with. us 
theſe/ things. There are ſome parti- 
lr. — nents v hichucarr in them 
Nature of the Offence informuch 
a Man may not oulyliee tliat at is 
immediate Finger of Gud, bu alfo 
b it is which forcethihim i to ſtrike; 
dif we will e ee Bla 
g We | have Oaule to fear u hat che 
mt ait h, Pſal. 280 5. 3 kobe 
not the: Works Arte, Lordg amor the 
rations! off his Hands, he ſhalk dero 
% a not builds. them 10. Why N 
among us havecbeen acting. of Fra- 
« pon the Stage zl and others ave 
anden "diverted: with: Hel Aua e ν 
hates, Blood and AAartler, in theitnean 
| 815 OS DTC tovbe 


ol drawn 


| 
ul 
d 
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16 Serioug Reflections 
dravn in other Nations, of which we (the 
at a Diſtance) do feel the Smart; an 
therefore it is pity that ſuch who an 
delighted with theſe Scenes did not g 
into the Army, in order to be Spectate 
of the ſame: and if the Sword is nc 
drawn in the Heart of the Nation, 
we are not involved in a Civil War, n 
Thanks are due to ſuch who make 2 Je 

of thele things; but rather to the Mer 

of God, and the Supplications of ſu 
who ſtand in the Gap," to turn a» h 
wrathful  Indignation that we periſh 1 
2 us have ſet ** 
Princes upon the Stage, God hath pe 
mitted out neighbouring Enemy to 
up Pretenders to the Crowns of Engl: 

Spain, and Poland, thereby involving 

in a Bloody War, and endeavouring 

much as poſſible to increaſe our Di 

ſions among our ſelves, that ſo this pc 

Kingdom may not ſtand, but be broug 

to Deſolation. Whilſt ſome among 
been, Bang ©-22Y 


- 


ar, they have been àcting their Parts, 
> che urmoſt of their Power, againſt 
e Proteſtant Intereſt, and perhaps are 
only Perſons who have prevented a 
eyolution in that Nation, which was 
e only viſible Means of ſettling us 
ia in Peace and Safety. And if we 
on in this Manner, we have reaſon 
fear that God will go on to puniſh 
according to our Iuiquities; and tho 
> hath given us this laſt Summer 
me remarkable Succeſles, yet he is 
ble whenever he pleaſeth to turn the 
le; and ic ought ro be in our Minds, 
Wat be who ſaved the Children of IIrael 
of the Hand of the Egypttians, after- 
ds deftroyed thoſe that repented not. 
g. But that which (1 think) ought 
jolt ſenſibly to affect us of this City is 
is: That theſe are the Perſons who 
their Plays called the Tempeſt, and 
«beth , have not only repreſented 
emſelves in the of Devils, the 
F*eedful Executioners of God's Vengeance 


F2 in 


18 Seriam Reflachion r 
in the other World, but alſo (preſumed 
to imitate his Judgmentscan this, ſoch Ad 
Thunder, Lightning, Rain, Mind, Storm 
and Shipwrecks:: and therefore we ougtt 
(unleis we are wholly ſtupid) to ob 
ſer ve, that when in che Year 1703, the 
came to the Neighbourhood of thi 
City, aud ſome of our Inhabitants en 
cquraged their Proceedings 3 by being | 
Preſent at their Acts, God was plealciif 
to ſhew us, the 26th of Nopember fol: 
lo wing, that he would nat be :moek'd. b 
viſiting us with ſuch a Storm of Wine 
and Iaundation of the Sea, which was 
a Judgment ſufficient to;makems kno 
what we mniglit for the future expc ct, i 
we ſhould again encourage ſuch Rcopigh 
among us, who do thus provoke hic ti 
Anger. Since :chis, ſuch Pet ſons as the 


bave again acted within this City, aufe 
deſign ( as. we have Cauſe to fear) Meg 
lettle among us. Accordingly God u e ! 
pleaſed; on Satunuajcthe 2 1ſt of Oc 
lalt, i viſit us again wich another — el 
6: " "mo cory: 


on u Siage. 90 
Jan) wherein ſome Veſſels ware funk, 

A ochers in the utraſt Danger. Since 
at, he Was pleaſed to viſit b with 
other, at which time Twenty two 
en were loſt in one Boat; and fince, 
ut, wich another, which was ſeverely 
by our Meſt-ludia Fleer, and what. 
; mage they have | {uſtained, OT hoe, 
y men are. loſt thereby 7 muſt be 
to Time alone to diſcover. Nei- 


56 
N 


or are ahele the only Tokens of this 
bi rure wbich God hath ſent. among 
n And therefore ĩhould theſe Men be 


raWouraged'to carry on their pernicious 


owQigos / by our vein preſent at theit 
ie muſt be look d on as a ſtupid 
pla fenſleſs- People, who will rake no 


ming until Vengeance come upon us to 
bei ter mt. And as we depend more 
aoWucularly upon the Providence of God 
) Aegulating che Winds and Seas, lo we 
wie greater Reaſon to tremble at the 


tobeects of his Wrath 


ple e him. 11.3515 F T 136.3 95% L 
org; 9. Neither 


hen we thus pro- 


18 
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but they have not been there ever fin 


20 Serious RefleFions 
9. Neither are the Effects of God's Di J 
pleaſure viſible in this alone, but alſo gl 
a Neighboaring City; who having in ti 
Year 1703: built up ſuch a Synagogue full. 
Satan, ſuppoſing that it might incredÞþ. 
their Trade, did not only feel with 
the Effects of God's Anger in that fn. 
_ dreadful Storm, but 5 have fu 
complained that they have no Com 

of their Children, Apprentices and & 
vants as they formerly had: and, 25 
their Secular Intereſt, have found it : 
according to their Expectation. 0 
Gracious Queen (whom God long pg, 
ſerve) was with them, with the Couff. 
before the ſaid Nuſance was ere 


f 


A 


10 
5 
9 


tho greatly expected this laſt Summe 
and God hath given great Succe ſſes 

other Wells and Waters, and alſo to ci 
Baths, to their apparent Prejudice; ii, 
khis thing which they thought wolf. . 

have been for their Wealth, ſeems... 
make God become their Enemy, and 


00 


on the Stage. at 
nſequent| e to them an Occaſion 
falling. 3 ſince we may 
look upon theſe things as viſible 
cks of God's Diſpleaſure, ſo the 
Wisfortune of others as well as our own 
"Would teach us to beware, left we alſo 
che Effects thereof. N 
10. Thirdly, Let us conſider tlie 
aon which che Apoſtle urgeth in the 
Wi. 1t we ſhould encourage this Evil 
il make Way for mote; and If we 
" Wnt ſpun theſe profane and vain Bablings, 
vill increaſe unto more Ungodlineſo. In 
Wo may we pretend to a Reformation 
Manners, and a Regulation of our Youth, 
\ Wen ſuch Temptations lie in their 
Wo, which, if frequented, will cer- 
Wy debauch them. In vain is the 
e the Seal of our (orporation far 
W Poor, as a Sign of their Induſtry, 
Wilt other Places in this City ſhall be 
quented, which encourage them to 
neſs. In this Caſe we expect that 
will follow chat which is moſt 
— . 


22 - Serious Refleclons 

agreeable to rheir corrupt Inclinarions 
an velil{beb -Termpciariens are equal 
firong on either: Side, and the Heart 
Mamis fully ſet in him to do Evil; wi 
cannot but expect that the Conſequet 
ces hereof will be fatal to ſome, 2nt 
the Devil will not. bewwantibg'to-mak 
uſe of-futh Opportutities toirempt.Me: 
to ſin, until are involved in es 
nal Deſtruction. . The ſad Experienc 
hereof made: Adenauer an Heathen Po 
fay, that Evit Communications do corrupt 2 
Manners, which was ſoicertain and tru 
that t betame a Proverb in G Hhece at 
afterwards aſſented unto by &. aul wi 
inſerts: the ſame into the Hoh Scr 
with | a particular Caution of his 01 
leſt we ſhould be deceived by ſuch | 
ſinuations. And therefore it may not! 
amiſs to ſuppoſe that S. Paal, directi 
his Epiſtle to Epheſus; vhich was a C 
bordering upon Greece, whete the 0 
medie of Ariſtophauen were frequei 


afted,.: which ( rough ſome of the 


1 
* 
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on the Stage. 2 3 
profane and Atheiſtical, yet) come 
t up to the Impiety of our preſent 
ge, might have a particular Refe- 
ce to theſe · Enormities, when he ad- 
ed Timothy to ſhun profane and vain 
linge, becauſe they would increaſe unto 
e Ungodlineſs, and it this was the 
aſe of Ungodlineſs increaſing in an 
athen Country (u) whole % 
anners were looſe and pro- Geogr. Book 
ate, wanton and effeminate, Pas 4. 
| who made an Injunction, ſaying, 
none of ours be thrifty, fo that they 
d hardly be worſe; what muſt we 
dect in a City profeſfing Chriſtianity, 
| making at leaſt a Shew of Religion? 
i. But it is not ſufficient to ſpeak of 
Increaſe of Ungodlinels in general; 


NS 


th 


we 


— therefore I ſhall mention ſome par- 
0 lar Vices which ſeem in great Mea- 
| | 


eto be the Effects of our preſent Stage 
their Acts. 

12, The firſt is the Profaning of God's 
. 


24 Serious Refleftiqns 
Of theſe there are innumerable, and 
tolerable Examples in our modern Pla 
as they have been fully expoſed by othe 
Authors; which are ſpoken as Patter 
for the Bullies of the Age to imitat 
Neither are they contented with fſuchs 
are more common, becauſe it looks: 
if they had not Wit enough to affio 
God mare effectually chan their Neig 
bours, but are daily inventing new h 
ſhions of this Nature, as if the Play-houl 
was only a Forge to hammer out ne 
Pieces of Armour whereby to reb 
againſt God, and bid him defiance, A 
therefore it is obſervable that when 0 
Enzliſh Stage took a greater Liber 
than had been known in former Ages, 
ſoon infected the Officers of the Arm 
who went to hear them; and ii 


(like Perlons tick of the Plague) as Wills 
ten as they marched, carried the Diſicuzr 
per from City to City, which firſt Mie t 


gan in their Regiments, and ſo o | 
ſpread: eve Nation,” And: (here 1 288 
[ 


#1 the Stage. 25 
er thing remarkable, that (in order, 
they think, to avoid the Law ) they 
ange the Letter, and keep to the 
eanjng (as by putting the Word Gad 
ſtead of God) and therefore are in 
is Reſpect as guilty of the Sin as ſuch 
ho never mince the Matter, ſince it is 
t the Words, but the Senſe , which 
akes an Oath or Curſe. And what 
ey do in this manner, can ſerve for 
other Purpole than to teach their 
earers ſuch Methods, whereby they 
y be guilty of the Sin, and flatter 
emſelves that they fhall eſcape a tem- 
ral Puniſhment. 
13. Secondly , urthers are often 
e Effects of the Stage. Many of our 
oder Tragedies are deſigned to thew 
e Succels of ſuch who think their 
ils to be a Law; who Hector at, 
uarre] wich,. Fight and Deſtroy all be- 
e them. To thele it is that the Actors 
oF? Reſpect, give them great Titles, 
Wire cheir Courage, and praiſe their 
b G 2 Vices, 


26 Serious Reflectiqns 
Vices, inſtead of Virtues. Such Sight 
Bloodſhed, and Murther, being hey 
on a Stage, do by Degrees occaſion i 
Spe ctators to be cruel and outragious 
and Men (if I may ſo ſpeak ) do the 
learn to be Inhuman. Such Perſons w 
are in the Hear of Youth, and are of 
proud and paſſionate Lemper, imm 
diately think they may act the ſame Pan 
upon the publick Stage of the Wo 
and come off with the {ame Succel 
until they are convinced of their Erro 


when perhaps it is too late. And it uon 
very obſervable that the greateſt 2d 
cutions which were ever raiſed againfile $ 
the Chriſtians were begun and carried i. 
in Heathen Nome, where they had the 
Theatres, and their Tragedies were mage 
frequently ated. This made the w. 
more cruel, and delight in BloogſhyWarc 
inſomuch that at laſt the Martyrcolſc d 
of the Saints became their Diverli th 
and Chriſtians were in reality brougWill 


forth to be deyoured by wild Beall fo 


— — 


an the Stage. 27 
make Paſtime for thoſe who had 
leas'd themſelves with ſuch Reſemblan- 
s. And ſince the Reformation, it is 
remarkable that the dreadful Perſe- 
tions againſt the Proteſtants, and all 
cir Defiens to deſtroy our Religion, 
we either been begun, or at leaſt car- 
d on and promoted by that City. 


— om — 2 


verted by the Theatres, ( arnivals, and 
bilees ; and as ſhe was addicted to ſuch 
orts and Paſtimes, it may be the leſs 
ondered ar, that in all Ages ſhe hath 
ade her ſelf ſo drunk with the Blood of 
Saints. 


14. Thirdly, Adulteries and Whores 


words and Actions which are there 
ſnaWard and ſeen, the filthy Songs which 
doſſe chere Sung, and the Mulick framed 
(100 the Compolers with ſuch Notes as 
dug moſt affect the Paſſions, are but 


cal lo many Temptations to Luſt, and 


| ſerve 


his is that great Whore who bath been 


ms are the common Effects of the 
age. The notorious Immodelty both 
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28 Serious Reflection, 


Authority of that God who gave it. 


ſerve only to inſtru the Hearers ho 
to carry on their own filthy Deſigno 
that ſo when they go from thence in 
mix'd Company of both Sexes, tie 
may go (if poſſible ) to a worle Plac 
and be the real Actors of what was th 
repreſented. This is ſo evident that 
Perſon who only views the Score of thi 
Fuſick , without hearing the Petrto 
mance, may obſerve that where the 
are ſoft Chromatic Notes joyn'd with a |i 
Key, in order to ſtrike gently upon t 
Paſſions together with their String 
they arc defied to uſher in {omethi 
that is immodeſt, or art leaſt to ſtir 
Luft, under the Name of Love, : 
do as certainly prepare for ſuch Expt 
ſions, as the Diſcords in their Muli 
prepare for a (loſe; which looks a 
Nuſician, Poet, and Actor did ule 
beſt of their Skill only to ridicule t 
Seventh Commandment , and expoſe 


| Jo Foul 


15. Fourthly , 1dlencſs. is the com- 
on Effect of the Stage. It is with 
eat Difficulty that Youth are kept to 
abour and Induſtry, and therefore all 
:mprations to the contrary are Preju- 
al. But when ſuch leave their Calliigs 
go to che Plays, it is bur ſeldom that 
ie Maſters have any Command of 
ale who are under them. They have 
\eWirange Inclination to go thither again 
again, and fo all neceſſary Buſineſs 
l be neglected, to gratify their Fancy. 
ſides it is uſually late be fore the Plays 
ended, and it the Company is large, 
> Heat of the Place will make them 
tv. This expoleth them to go to 
prerns and Ale-houſes with ſome of their 
lu mpanions, and then it is ſo much the 
aer before they return Home, By this 
ens Families are diſordered, and 
e ced to keep unſeaſonable Hours, and 
e refore they cannot be ſo early about 
it. Fir lawful Callings. Alter this ſuch 
uth think themſelves too good to 


be 


4 


Out 


often rends to tlieir utter Ruin. 


Serious Reflections 
be confined, and weary of the Station! 
in which God hath ſet them; and thy 
the Principles of Idleneſs and Extra; 
gance are ſtrangely infuſed into ſuchÞ« 
People as refort to theſe Acts, which" 


16. Ealtly, Contempt of all Religi 
is too often the Effect of the Sta 
As ſuch Perſons feldem ſeruple to ſpei 
che moft horrid Blaſphemies, as a U 
verſton and — — to the 
Company; fo we cannot expect thy 
ſuch ts hear theſe Thins” can 
reckoned Men who have any Senle « 
the Honour of 8 or Dread of 
Judgments. Alas! nothing is mo 
1 47 for ſuch than to Son tl 
Maker, and make a Goddeſs of the 
Miſtreſs, to think of no Heaven exceif 
to be in her Company, and no Ik 
bur ro be kept from her. This 
much more, which one would cre t 
ble to relate, is the Language of 


 Play-houſe, and indeed ſome of s 


b 


on the Stage. 31 
It. Mr. Collier, treating of this (o) Sub- 
, quotes out of the printed Plays ſe- 
Wal Examples () where the Service of 
Wd in a Church, and Prayer is ridiculed, 
ete they (J) ſwear by Mahomet, (r) con- 
n even Heaven it ſelf, and (/) give 
Preference to the Turkyh Paradiſe, 
where they make a Jeſt of ( Chap. 2. 
ir Baptiſmal Vow, (u) where page 56, cr. 
y look upon Providence to @ pag. 6. 
n ridiculous Superſtition, (og * 
pag. 6. 
MW afirm (x) that none but ( pag. 63. 
ckbeads pretend to Reli- (7 mY 
a. Ia one of cheir Plays, and 147. 
of) like Lucian and Celſus, 62) gag 8. 
oF deride the Reſurrection: ©) pas: 67. 
chene () fpeaks againſt the Immortality 
hehe Soul, and another (a) brings in 
ce wd Italian Proverb for Authority, in 
rempt of the Hoh Scriptures, And 
which makes it the worſe is that 
e things are covered over with the 
Ins of Wit and Fancy, which like the 
is uſeful only to cover the Hook 
cur 6 | naar © * 


0 
0 
0 
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32 Serious Reflections 
that it may not be perceived whit" 
are deſtroyed who are taken therewith 
or like Pot/on in a Cordial, which m 
wotk inſenſibly, and will delight, a 
ſo deſtroy the Vals of Religion, bet 
it is diſcovere t. 
17. Since therefore theſe profane « 
vain Bablings do ( as the Apoſtle fait 
increaſe unto more Ungodlineſs ; this ſha 
exhort all ſuch who pretend to a Se 
of Religion, or Love to their 0 
Souls, to avoid the an 
3 Eben Such evil (ommunicat 
Cap. 20, Queſt. . will corrupt good Man 


() Euſebius 
BA Tito and therefore let us i 


* 5 Cap- ., deceived. When (b) A 
Gene Jobn the Apoſtle (aw( 
yinthus the Heretick in the ſame B 
with him, he immediately withdg 
himſelf, and adviſed. others ſo to 7 
leſt the Judgments of God ſhould ol 1 
take them for being in ſuch Compi 
and certainly we have as much re 


to take his Advice, in relation 7 


evi 
N 


] 
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on the Stage. 23 
lay-bouſe. What Tertullus falſly ſaid of 
Paul, may be true of ſuch Actors; 
&. 14. 5. Ve have found ſuch Nen to 
Peſtilent Fellows, M0459, a Plague. And 
erefore we ſhould deal by them as we 
by ſuch as are afflicted with that Di- 
mper:; Now if we are afraid of ſuch 
Diſeaſe which will only the Body, 
»w much more ſhould we. fear that 
ontagion, which, if not prevented, 
lll deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell? 
t us remember the Charge which 
od gives us in the Text, and not 
ly there, but alſo in other Places of 
ripture, - Thus it is, Eph. 5. 11, 12. 
We no Fellowſhip With the unfruitful 
k ks of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them: 
q it is a Shame even to'-ſpeak of thoſe 
s which are done of them in Secret. 
o e. 14. 14, &c. Enter not into'ths 
ol. of the Wicked, and go not in the Way 
"WY evil Alen. Avoid it, paſs not by it, 
reg from it, aud paſs away. For they 
* tp not except they have dine Miſchief, 

H 2 5 and 


34 Serious Refleions 
and their Sleep is taken away unleſs Ml. 
cauſe fe ome to fall. For they eat the Bru 
of Wickedneſs, and drink the Wine of V. 
lence, And Pſal. 1. 1, 2. Bleſſed in 
Man that hath not walked in the Conn 
of the Ungadly, nor ſtood in the Way | 
Sinners , and hath not ſate. in the Ke 
of the Scornful. But bu Delight i 
the Law of the Lord, and in his Law di 
he exerciſe himſelf day and Night. 
. theſe Places were not frequented the 
would fall of courſe, and when th 
Hopes of their Gains were gone, tlic 
would betake themlelves to ſomethin 
more reputable for a Livelihood 
However if ſome Nen ſhould be 
obſtinate and tefractory, as to take n 
wholſom Advice in this Matter; ye 
one would think that ſuch Women, w 
have any Regard to their Reputatio 
will ſhun thoſe Places. One woll 
think that ſuch filthy Diſcourſe wou 
be very affronting in Converſation 
and not emiured by aa I vl 
' | value 
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on the Stage. . 35 


lues her Credit. And one would 


ok ic ſtrange that ſuch Liberties 


och rhey would juſtly reſent in pri- 
ie Converſation, ſhould entertain 
a pleaſe them on the Publick Stage. 
ſhort, their going thither ſeems no 
bre than ſpending their Money to 
Mr themſelves abuſed, and their Mo- 
y affronted; and in ſuch a Caſe it 
much better to ſtay at Home. To 
Poole that ſuch can like it, is a groſs 
Wilcction upon their Virtue; and there- 
I ſhould rather hope they will take 
ue not to expoſe themſelves. 
M3. To conclude. As I have taken 
W Occaſion to ſpeak my Thoughts 
Wcerning this Evil, I have freed my 
from having any Share of the 
It, which may be contracted thereby, 
the evil Conſequences which may 
ndit: and hope alſo others whom 
th concern, will free themſelves by 
Fall poſſible Endeavours to prevent 
which may occafion ſo much Un- 
ES „„ 
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36 Serious Reflection: 
godlineſs. That Text, Exek. 33. 9. i 
great Satisfaction to me; Neverth:le 
thou warn the Wicked of his Way to t 
from it: if be do not turn from it, be ſh 
die in his Iniquity, but thou baſs deliver 
thy Soul. And therefore let the Sin 
at their Door who will take no Warninf-- 
and if God's Judgments ſhould of 
take thoſe who are guilty, their Bla 
muſt light upon their own Heads. 
19. I thall therefore only requeſt ti 
two Particulars. F 
Firſt, That ſuch Books: may be F” 
ſperſt through this City, which give 4 
a true and lively. Repreſentation 9 
Tmpiety and Immorality of the Engliſh St 
What is read in Print may petk 
make a deeper Impreſſion than u. 
is delivered from the Pulpit : Ho 
ever both together may be the me Li 
effectual. r 
20. And Secondly, That ſuch MF” 
ſons who after all that can be x 
will take no Warning, may be F * 
| cu 


| 


on tbe Stage. 37. 
larly taken-notice of, 'as Perſons who 
not Cod, and regard not Man, who 
lue not His Judgments, nor their own 
putation ; who {ide with ſuch as are 
d in Sin, and openly addicted to the 
rvice of the Devil; and who, though 
ey are made Whole from the Effect 
the late Storms, do continue to 
more and more. until they pro- 
ke God to ſend a worſe thing upon 
This is the Advice of the Apo- 
e; 2 Theſſ. 3. 15, 16. And if any 
not our Word, by this Epiſtle , 
ate that Man, and have no Company 
th him, that he may be aſhamed. Tet 
nt him not as an Enemy, but admo- 
him as a Brother. And let us 
y to God to give us his Grace 
x we may delight our ſelves in 
$ Commandments , that Singing his 
ales may be our beſt Muſick, and 
ring his Word our greateſt Diver- 
Mm. and we may ſay with David, 
l. 119. 113. 4 hate vain Thoughts, 
or 
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38 — Serions Reflections 
or them that imagine evil Things 
but thy Law do I love. Theſe are Fi 
joyments which will leave no Stig 
of Conſcience behind, but will reviy 
our Souls in the greateſt Affliction 
and whilſt we calf of. them in thi 
World, they will be but as Earnch 
of far greater, which we ſhall enjo 
in the World to come: 


7 155 


i Cop of the Preenment 
Grand: r" the City of 


 Briftol, whith Wa e 
in 1e D $ fon of. the . 


0 the; 217 ae krach 


Whitchurch, Eſq; Mayor, and 
| the Mor ſbippud the Aldermen, Her 
Mijefty's F % of the Peace 
for... the aud County of 
Briſtol, met at the General Quar- 
ter-Seſſions of the Peace begun and 
beld the 34 of Odtober, Anno 
ini 1704, and continued 


by: Gro Adjournments to the 
6th = fl December 794, 
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L 40 J 
E the ps Juror: for ou 
\':*Sovereigh Lady the Queen 
1 foot then Bog y.of the County 
'of. City do. © Conſcience ani 
Duty bound) ackno ledge the pou 
Ende dus that Pa Habe been uſel þ 
this Worſhipful Bench, for ſome Yea 
2 ta dilcourage Immorality and Pn 
aneneſs by briog ing under Reſtrain 
and endea V ouring to ſuppreſi thoſe ei 
Methods by dich bey were promote 
and encouraged ; bach, as Muſtck-houſt 
1 and other Lewd NF Be Ho 
the Exchelſe of "Unlawful Games, tb 
extrabagant Number of Hlecbouſes, Thun 
or idle-Walking on the Lord's Dq, 
Jane Curſing * Swearing, AFing of Fl 
and Interludes ; Which Fadeavouty te 
ing to God's Glory, your Zeal and fe 
- -watdneſs therein hach juſtly gained 
the Eſteem and Honour of all go 
33 of this City, and the adjact 
unties, to whom you have not 0l 
| ſhewed agood Example, but encourzy 
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[44] 
> proſecute ſo good a Work: and we 
e alſo with all humble Submiſſion 
und to repreſent the ſad apprehens; 
ons we have of the ſame Evils again 
eaking in upon us worle than former-: 
by the Increaſe of the great Number of 
plrg-bouſes, kept by ſuch who in Con- 
pe of Juſtice ſell Ale without Li- 
e, (the Lord's Day being much pro- 
ea by Tipling in ſuch Houſes ) and 
d by the great Concourle of People in 
lick Places, under pretence of hearing 
Ws on that Day. But that which puts 
ore eſpecially under theſe ſad Appre- 
ms, is the late Permiſſion given to 
Publick. Stage, within the Liberties of 
City, from whence ſome have con- 
d hopes it ſhall be tolerated always; 
Countenance (or at leaſt Conni- 
) given to Acling of Plays and Inter- 
Meithin chis City and County, which 
ge bould be) will exceedingly eclipſe 
aeggood Order and Government of 
iy, corrupt and debauch our Youth, 
La of. i and 


5 


/ 


—_—_ i 
and utterly / ruja maoy: Apprentices": and 
| Servants; already ſo lluruly and Licentiou 
that they are with great Difficulty eg 
under any reaſonabſe Otder or Govern 
ment by their Maſters. 

WZ could wiſh that theſe our $ 
Apprehenſions were groundleſs: BH 
when in all Ages, Acling of Plays and lu. 
ludes hath been attended with all mana id 
of Profantene, Lewaneſs, Murthirs ,Debau nc 
ing, and Raining Youth of both Sexes, | bl 
fuling [Principles of Jdleneſs and Exif. 
gancy inco/allPeople that re ſort to th [© 
We hope your Worſhips ſeriouſſy wif”) 
conſider of Effectual Methods to pre du 
them, and with the gteateſt Zeal e 
Fervency put the fame in Execute 
when it is apparent chat all the te 
thods to correct and keep them uff 
modeſt Bounds (where. they ate tagt 
ted) have proved ineffectual: An nd t. 
Wiſe Men are convinced that tbet . ea 
no Methods of hindering or preveſ m: 
their Miſchiefs, but by totally ſup 
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them. dur Werſhips Tak 
Mc difficult] Preventing: Remedies. 
W$0g0more.. natural;and <aly; than Pu- 
ung. And we liumbly conceive, you 
ve” Reaſons mote cogent to ſtir you 
to this Work, than offer themſelves 
Cities and Places where they have 
en tolerated, abounding with Gentry 
d Nobility, whole Eſtates and Leiſure 
nder ſuch Extravagancies more tole- 
ble. Bur if in ſuch Places their 
etul and calamitous Effects have been 
ſenſibly felt, haw much more, in a 


duſtry, will they be inſupportable ? 
e therefore do not doubt but all due 
are will be taken by your Worſhips 
redreſs and pre dent cheſe Grievances, 
it a Stop may be put to the further 
rogreſs of Immorality and Frofaneneſs, 
nd the Work of Reformation carried on, 
earneſtly preſt by Her Majeſty's Pro- 
mation, whoſe Pious Endeavours 
9% bath ſo ſignally owned in the great 

a 5 Victories 


ty not to be upheld, but by Trade and 
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Viaorie with whichhe” hath' ble 
her Arms; and whoſeÞlorious)Exar; 
we doubt not but you will follow, too 
laſting Honour aud Renown, and 
Encouragement: and reggae of all 90 
ow nd . 25 
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ſeveral others, have been lately 


rinted againſt the Play- Hoſe, 
| qu 1 VA | 
K bort Vier of the laura 434 

Prof aneneſ r of the Engliſp Stage, 
ther with the Senſe of Antiquity upon 
Argument. 


A Defence of the Short View of the 
nene /s and Immorality of the Eng- 
Stage. 


A Diſſwaſive from the Play. Houſe 
Letter to a Perſon of Quality, OCCa- 
ed by the late Calamity of the Tempeſt. 
ſe Three by Mr. Jeremy Collier. 


A Letter to Mr. Congreve, on his 
ended Amendments of Mr. Collier's 
View of the Inmorality and Pro- 
t of the Engliſh Stage. 
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